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CONFEST
WANCARATTA

1944
"MAKING ATTERNATIVES WORK"

Dowf To Ear lh is  hold ins i ls  l9S4ConFesl  on a t ranqui l t reed
sire between lhe Ovens River and the ovens Highway easl of
Wangaral ta.  The Fest iva lwi l l run f rom 29th December 19831o
2nd lanuary 1984.

Fenival  ac l iv i t ies wi l l  inc lude Workshops,  d iscusr ions,  s l ides,
f i lms,  and s lat ic  and work ins d isp lays on ruch topi .s  ar l
\ l l ,  n . l r r , p  . p , h n o o 8 y .  P F ' m r u l l u r p  a 8 r , u l l J r p
en\ j ro mpnrJ l  F\ues,  \osd,  rFdr ld l ion,  d l I  ndl i \a  med '  r1F
. n d  d r r  n F - 5 n , ' d l  s r o $ i n  d 1 ' ,  h u m a n , e l o i 4 n \  d ' r ' o l o 8 \ ,
educnt ion,  l i fe  sames,  music and dance

Al l  rhe doo\e - '  r i ! r r ie .  d 'e pp. | inenl  lo  rhe Co lF(r  lheme
' 'Makrnedl l " rndr t re.  so ' l  lh"r  . rF sh.r  hd '  qo kpd f . r  - .
dnd s i l - l  so on rork in8 lhe\  pmo4dv rhF lo\e rh"  ,o-
^peral ron.  ind l l 'e  shar inS lh. i  we Senerare

Or rhc p.e or  1o81,  O'$c. l  s  \ed,  .  n  dko rpp 'opid l "  rhal
s  e errm,ne lhe orob,ems thdl  se hd! ,  n  I  soh ed,  dnd 'hp new
o  o b l . m . $ h r  h i i  F U . . W e J r F L o . r , o n r e d b ) . u n e m p l o \ m e n r .
; ,  o lom ,  dFpnv"t ion nu. lFd-  pro l , lpr ' ' r io l
doul terd l ron of  oLr  [ood.  de( ,  ndl ion o l  o! r  en!  ron.r lenl  dnd

Therefore,  fo l lowin ' t  on f rom our  ConFest '82 Comnruni lv
P , l l , \ V i l l J S ' . s F J r e S o  n E r u i o  u  ' , r '  u n f  a r r ' n B s ' E ' r . d
, p " d l . r , i r l  l e d d , o n l '  . n  e . d n r s u t r \ h o p  n l r " u l i  n
Al ternal ive economics/emDloYment,  communtres/  ancl
i u n + r \ . r o .  e . o u J r r  l l p \ p  - p e ' l o ^  d l l  d , r r r e r  p " o p '
*h i ,h m. ' r  1 , "  fublsh 'd l . '1 . , .  dnd i '  .  \unFd l r 'dr  ' \ .  s i l '
achieve decis ions on possib le couGes o ico-oper. t ive r . r ion tor

Contest  fac i l i t ies wi l l  incL!de a supelv ised chi ldren 's  v i l lage,
J \ m - l l , L " e e f o r m u 5 ' . . l r , T d  ^ d n o ' r '  J ' r ' ' l  n o r r p l  q l o o d
m a r k e L w r l l r e l  n o u  r . h r n s \ P s p r d r i J n  o J d  M , l  r n d  r  '  $ r l l b F
d. l ,ered or ih.  P. ' , r ,c iD;nr .  - . "d on\  b ' ins '  Trrmum or
5hel ler .  edr ,ne uren, i l - ,  jnd )omc.uud.r  rha)  * r ,h to p epu"
'hptr  o$n l r  n- \u88-( led lhJr  \un p ! re(  iondndruur \hoa s i l
i r8hren rhe load a l  rhe t r l l  a id rent .

Therewi l l  be adequate park i |gprovided as$,e l l  rs i l  speci t ied
area for camperyans, caravans, and motorcyclisls !!ho wish to
c a m o w i l h l h e i f  b i k e s . l n t h e l a l l e r a r e a i l w i l b e a c a s c o f  " T a k e

i l  lhere and leave i t  unt i l  you go."  No vehic les o lher  than
authoised 5 i le  vehic les wi l l  be dr iven on s te.  In  any evenl ,
Wangarat la is  only  l8  km f rom the s i te  -  why nol  come byi ra in

$ .  h o p "  r h - r  p e o p  "  w i l l ,  4 r i e  r o  p . ' \ ' u  F _ t o )  l h a n  . p  . p \
r o u d r l r r r b d l e ,  o l e d r n i r  l h F i  i F h r o . d n d r . b e  r p "  l h . o ' l )
' tu les"wewi l l imposearein the in leren of  Publ ich Hea th and

They arer  Str ic l ly  fo  pels . lLowe. i .
CnmD in speci i ied areas only.
No soap, deterSents, or sewege in lhe nver.
Care for the envifonmenti

Admission orices are as follows:
i ickels  purchased by ls t  December 1981 $15.00
Pf i .e  ar  , tare $25.00
Concessaon at sat-", with prooi $20.00
People under 16 f ree

I ickels  and tur lher  in formar ion are avai lable l ron
Down To Earth (Vlc tor ia)  Co-Operal ive Society
Lrd. ,
285 287 L i l l le  Lons. la le Street ,
Melbourne,  1000 Tele ' rhonc:  (03)  663 156l

Our of f ice i5  naf fed on Fr idays belween 10.00 a.m. and
4 0 0 p n r .

T ickeG rre ako on sale r l  lhe
Edgar Cayce Bookshop,
Shop 5,  Glencenlre Arcade,
Glenterr ie  Rond,
Hawthorn,  l l22 Telephone {01)818I998

(by Lance Nath & Co'ord inators)

T . PUBLICATION VBH 2?{3
PublLh.dby: DoNn To Edh (vir). co opetrriv. soc. Lrd., 235-237 Li1!L LoNdat. s!.d, ,rrdbourn., 1000.
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SYNOPSIS OF THE HISTORY OF THE DOWN
TO EARTH MOVEMENI br ceo.ge schdidt.

tsecause of hy involvemenr *ilh thn novemcnt fron the eany days olthe
Corcr Conaer, i want to pDt lh. history ofrhn movemenr on paper so as Io
share it wnh many people sho did not have rhn involvement. Like all
'hisrorians' mt perceptions are bias.d b.cause ofrhe simple facr lhar i car
speak only lrom my own expcrienc€s, which oi counc, are ro sonc ext.nr
diflerenr from rhose of other people/ hislorianl. Thinss thar h.ppened
,nfl!.nced meinawaywhichby necesny is dilTelent flom orhes,$/nh rhn
provno in mind, i ode! this synopsir of the Hnroly of Dosn To Eanh'.

The now famous "Aquarius Festival" of
197 3.

In AunraLia re initially followcd the oveGeas tend ofprotes aeainn rhe
l.rmar a.d n.re in *hich our wenern :ocielies had been developed, for
ex.npLe Voodnock USA. For rhose who can.or r€dcmb.r, Voodnock
USA sas rhe zennh ofprote$ by rhe under 30 senerarion'asarnn a society
whi.h had becomc so deeply cn&.nched in naLcrirlism (hat it could only
find ns culminarion nr rhe insaniry oI the Vieham Var Thc'under l0
gcncBron used mainly songs ro voice then proten - and drlgs Io sbow
rheir individualiry lrom rnd opposirion to the oldersenerarion. Their sonss
.re $iLl living when you hear frusic by croups such as rhe Crosby, Stills,
^"rsh and Young combo

l laRcv . r , ,n  l9T3,m. .y . t rheyoungpeop le inAunra l ia found!h is fo rd
of crpresion nor sathlyin8 cnou8h. A laree nunb.r of the {udens oltne
Unrves i ryo fN.S V.  and rhe  Un iye( i ! yo fSydney.  p lusa  number  o fpeop le
lroh orh( s.ene.b ol our sociert,, dccided ro iiy out a.orhe! lorm.r of
serrch,.g for rn ahernarive ro !he nructure olour soci.ty. I his ctrldinatcd
i. rhe now f.mous "Aquarius Fe{ival of 1971, held near Nnnbin in
no(hernN S.w,Ar rhn fen iva lp r r . r i ca l l la l l rspecrso f  the$uc tureo f  our
so.Lcry werc looked inro and means ro chan8e rhose aspecs were

Thn lenivalsas thc fiN olns kind oisanned by non-prolesionahand n
had an unbelievably hrgh conrent of spnitual wardrh. The emotonrl v,lue
or  '  r i  - . '  qu ia  'dequa 'e ly  und. '  rood or  ne" .u re- .

Our . l rh \ len ,va ls resrhe lo -ca l led"Ra inbowRes ion ,$re t .h ine tom
Lnrore ro lhe coa$, and from the Queenshnd bord( 0haoks 'o Joh.) ro
Gratron. 

-l housands of people decided @ say b.hind and actu2lly tiy ro
bring into pracrisc what they had collectively experienced durins rhe
"Aquarius Fe$ival", i.e. anempring ro prac!se lrving and building 3n

Abou!3ye3r lder .Dr  J i 'n  C, ,hs ,whobyr l ra r r in rewasoneof  rhemon
known politicia.s, beca!se of hn i.volvemenr Lvirh the anti viernam-
marches, called a cooG'ence $nh rhe obiecr ollo.kins,mowaysand means
of chaneing our socrcrr_.

V ,1J  peop l r  sha  re . .6 red  b j  rh r  id . r t .  d ,pa)ed  ar  rhe  -Aqur  A
re  "vd l  , .d  rho  lou la  n  r  l . r  . : ,e  rhe  r ! .e \  a ;1 . *e  e"  \ "  . , .1  dne o l
rhem sugg€$.d tha! this neo groupine be called Down To Eaiih', hsed on
rhe naheofa similar earheing in Ca.ada earlieirhar year. Thh namc was
accepr.d b) rhe people d rhd confcrence.nd coll.cdvely rhey decided ro
help Dr. Can.s ro oreanise a "Conferen.e and Fe$ival, - henc. rbe
analgan ConFe(".Thnfia! ConFe$ warcventuallv hetd ar thebanks
of lhe  Coter  R iver  in  rh .  A  CT

r  ne Lonfest  o t  "Kecognis ing the Fel low
I ravellers Amongst Us."

'l 
his'Cote! ConFee'crearcd an cuphoric i,re oirccocnnins in e.ch

oth(a Luo*raveuer",n rheques tor a bencr sociery. A larse nudberoa
oveneas pe$onaliries sere inviicd ra sp.ak, nam.s lik. Ev, Reich and
St.phen Askin of Thc Farn Te.!e$ee'spring ro nind. Remcnb.r,rhos.
were the days rhar wc here in  u$ialia wcre sill giestly inpre$ed by all
'hirss oveneas and rhar se didn r recosnne rhar we Aunralians are {tuire
capablc afdoine our own numbcr.

Th. coll.crive .uphoria was so hish, hovcler, rhat when Dr. Cains
called for volunreeB to organhe a iollow-up ConFes, nany anss.rd hn
call.Thiscall resultcd in thc 'Bredbo ConFc$'.lbis Bredbo ConFe$was
quncdiflcrenrircmrhepreviousoncinrharthisrinew.rri.drogddownro

of  61d nc  l .  r i sh  me ' -od .  o  chansc  our  \oc ie  y .
Because olthe {rucrure oithe group *hich orsanised this confcst, re never
qut renadea!ea ln ! .a$e*ment -o i l1 .cordnecr ion , i f  youv ish toca l l i t
fi at - of our collcctive soals. The insrained tan olour socicry, wh€re each
individu.lor sroup tries to piove nsown validiry d the.yp.ns. oiorhea.
inskad ofworkine co-operarively toNards a connon eoali proved to be roo
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The ConFest of "Determined Search."

!0hdc i woutd d.scrib. rh. coter conlcst $ thc f.ttival of'R.cosrising
thc FcUos T.av.ll.c Anonsst Ul, i would d.56ib. Br.dbo $ thc f6tival
of th. 'D.r.rmin d S..rch,

For nuncrous rcaens, Br.dbo b.camc . w.lcahcd in th. alr.rnative
mov.m.nt- One very l.rsc scenent of thc panicipa.B b.czne ctu.m.ly
disilbsioned with - *hat rhcy .onc.iv.d rthtly or *rongly - thc aurG
(rak rnd par.rnrl'n( way thc oversll ore.n'e on was conducr.d. They
\urD.ded rhe myrr€riour sey thc sir. w,5.hGd, which unlike :cvntl oth.r
sires suggested for thc f.stival, ruh.d our ro be vcry rugg.d, batcn a.d
isolatcd. Th. dccision to buv rhc sit. was hishly susD.cted a.d soeas th€
hnzr.isl organis.uo!, ThB l,rs. sroDp rurned a*ey lrom thc D.T.E.
movemcnt rnd iri 1o$ h vill tc[ rhis day in mrn] slbtl. w,ys.

Inr.rfacins my p.6onal vi.w hei.: boih as padiciprnt and sorkshop
l.ader at Bredbo, and co'orsaniscr of sev€ral orher confests since, i hlppcn
b nnos tbat ih. nnding of a suirabl. siL is extenely dimcun and frrqht
wnh aleuDena and haslcs. Whele rhe crnicism of thc inancial
oigannarion is conccrn.d, wc have a prine.xanpl. ofsoci.ry's in3min.d
tait ro rip each orn..on- as in !p ro t0% oith. pa.ticipanu didnt pay
rheirenkadce fccl .nd the dichorodv bct*een too nuch,nd too lid.
tui b.tw.cn rh. organn.s, oth.rwiJ dcscribed as sl,cK u.san$atron.

whcr . !h .buy i .go f rhcs i te isconcernedr is t i l l tds r  Dr .Ca i rn ts incere ty
and his honourable s€nse of commnm.nt to rhe spnn of thc id€a, Not sitring
in rhe'hot$,f ofb.inssaddled Nnh $. o*n.rshipolrhispiop(tyi 6ndn
ihpo$ible ro expre$ a clea! view wnh regard ro execlrior of rhis
commitmenr. I wish thar others would b.l.s vacal abour rhn mat.r and
dnp laJ  rhe i r  .ns r . ined  r ,n  o ld . { !un  ! r rher  rhen o f !o .ope lJ r ion .

Anybow, so a large groupbecrmcdisillusioned b!ta smallsroupdccided
rhar th.y were no! going ro throw in th. towel, meaning rhar rhey were
Boing ra piacrise the basi.law oia sane society i.e.i laking .esponsibilny for
then osn aclions. It werc rhese people eha cane tosethci ar "Eadh
Ilaven , a erowrh-c.nr. which i conducred in Sherbrodke near

Our ot respecr for D!, Canns. and because of arher considerarions
(nnances). we a.c.pt.d Dr. Crirns ro bc again the Convener ror rhe next
confes. This o.e was ro b€ hcld in Soulh Alskalia, in accardance wnh a
soundpo l i . yo fb r ing insaconLnro thcpeop leandsha insenergy . ra rhe !
rh,n makine p.opl. comc ro ir. Thh n€xtconfestcventllled a!rhe banksol
rhe Mnmy River ncar Beri.

The ConFest of "Co-operation and
Tranquillity."

The Bedi ConFe$ became,anrous for its superb, unobrusive and behrnd
rhesccnesorgan is . r ionand ib" la id -back  v ibes ,Th iss ,sa tu lynat iona l l v
org,nned Confei wnh n.nbcsofrh. D.T.E. Fanilies (as they became ro
beknown) f lomQuecnnand,We$&SourhAunra l ia ,NewSouthva l .s2nd
rhe A!$ralian Cap{al and Nonhern aern'ones all doins sp.cili€d bsks.
Th.South Ausializrnsexcelled in o.sanisalional talenBand Benne bur 6rm
guidance Itwasrhe very frd large scsle fesrivalshich was an.$o.nhinc
succes in enorion,l, soci.ral and 6nancial terms.

!h.1. Brian L.rcrs .

This conrcn r would dcscribe as rhc conler "Cooperalon and

1he dain ourcome ol rhis conlen was rhd mos pafli.iprnr sor rhe
fe€linc rhar the Aiiernarive A'tovemenf had reached nszennh, rliar ir had
achievedwh.t n ser our ro do and rhrtallth&e w.slefi *as ro go hdDe and
pncrise at hode whar they had ldarred ar rhe various confe$s.

Again, n {as lefi ro {smrller group ro see rhat rhc chang.s,. so.i.t!
cannor be wrought overniCht bur rhar such an end.avour nceds lon8ierm
pl rnn ins  ,nd  lo r  o i  work .  perhJp,  c \ .n  r \  l . -s  r .  '  g r -e  rn  a

Mea!*hile, while rhese confcsF sere hrppeninain rlre lianern Stares,
rhe !Ve$  unralia Fanily held a couple ofverv succe$ful conr€ss in th.it
Sra te  Theconfe$arNansr in  pad icu la rwasex temc lvsuc .es lu l .  L lecause
ofthe inevitable distanc., our \v.s Ausralian Family ha; rdopred a more
independent {ance in rhen search for 3n allernari!c soc,erv.
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The sao. can b. said of rhe D,T.E. novement in Tasnania The
Tasmanian Family held a sd,ll (500 pcople) and very bcauriful ConFe$ ar
Iackie\ Ma(h. alnon in the head oirhen starc.

' I  
le  Q ' r -n  l rnd  F , . i l y ,  a l .o  be . .u r  o r  dnr ,n .e  h r \e :dop?d dn

'nd^p .nd" - r  J ,n .e  .no  hdv .  oe ._  o  s r .n . .s  m-cn  -o  e  l . id -b* l  rnd
much le$ oEanned gatherinss in the southeF pail ol then Stare

So, alier the Beiri ConFesl, there was an upsurg. in the alternauve
movement.To socall.d A.D.T.E.N. sloup *as formed,bei.san analgam
of Ausralian Dovn To Ealth Ner*6rk'consisring ofrepresenlarves tron
all D.T.E. Families. A.D,T.E.N aho was ro be the body which *ould
ro  r  '  re  rhc  I  l l  now rdrher  h ra  gu id r . .ne \  d .  ro  rh r t  o_crUed
'A t .e rnd t re  50 . re . r "  L . r  \ -ooo\ .d  ro  be  madr  uo  o f  rnd  ro  io 'mu larF
. len . ,  oa ,  rp  'ond  rhc  ph , .d \ iph  I  -vc lvcd  I  hnwa, ! r .  edrh .  Croup
ofTwelve, ofwhrch i $as onc ol the nembers.

Ap,n lrom r\.D.T.E.N. a freshly relorned Vicrorian D.T,E group was
for;cd vhich Nas ro rake oler where the now conpler.ly d.funcl .nd
disorganised group which was formed aficr th. B..dbo confest bad l.ft

The D.T.E. Vicroria Familv, found ns ncw l€ase on life in ib ne{
orennes in the 'Universal 'ioorkshop. Ir was here that we feh conidenr
eno-eh ro o a:nre ano oer lc{ildl on ra'. l.nes onl} wh.le w. rere
. "1 , ; " . - - ;  r . ' , . r . " . ' . .e ,vcdanone,  nomD, .Ca ' ,n 'o ia . (ewh, f f

wa,o ;ed  b l  "  r 'o r  a 'e  d  o l  h r . .  v  e  s l rd4  r , , .o red  D!  Cat rn t  o f f . r  and
rer ro .$trr.-e he orean.-ron ol tl' ( tvnal shnh sould have sronc
ov*ton6 ofio-operitio. and bridsins saps betse.n erhnic grolp'
IJnfoinn,rlr. Dr. Cahns'lricnd rurned oul to b€ imDosibleto work wirh
and this Dioblem .esulted in {hat n nov known as th. "Fr.nch Island
K.rfDmc'.'fhnunfonunateincid€nth.d hoscveranoreposnivesidcron
rnrhdr l rD. l l .dour  rhe  oar "nerc*o f  nnu.n .eberqeenDr 'Ca i rnsandrhe
ahcrnd vi moremenr. li cou.d b. oetlibcd rn rc'mrol fam'lv lehrcnrqip,
'  e  rhe  n .og .  ns  'on \and daughk rserv .d  noL iLe  on  rh .  p t " r rch  o f rhe
Lril] of.h;ir rndependen... Unfoiunakb, mrny o.ople could onlv '..
ind desd,be rhu ev.nL in termr ol *arfaie. 'arher rhrn in rerm, or norm.l
progresion ofany relarionship between diflelenrly anu!.d nembes

Alnos sinulraneoun! qnh lhe efons ol the Vicrorian Family. thc
A.D T.E.N. srouD hadde.idedro hold a National ConFen. Based on welr
e$abhhed oalicywe dccided rohaverhis Conl'ei in N S.W. and thar itwas
tobe a ConFe$vith adifferencc. Thc didetence beinsrhar rhe *oikshop
asDecr was ro be sep2r2ted and would be conducEd in deptn by various
. o n n u n n r .  i n . h e  R r . n b o w  n . e ' o n  r r  t  o m m u n i . y { o . l d . o d L . r J
\oe . ,n r  qork ,hop io  r .du ' r ' .onor  r 'o l0day ' r rder |  t ro r !  hopt rc  ro
be re.ord.d audio-vhually and a repon vas tobe vrnre. ofrhe concluions
drned d  by  he  p  n 'p r '_  o r  . ^h  $or !  hop lo '  p ,  '  . '  on  o f  rhe
envnor ien  dnd ne  peop le  Lqne rn  rp  . ' r r ,  h r  o . " . ion  o f  e r rh
workshopand nscommunily *ouldonly bc madeknown ro lhe participans
ofsuch workshop. Thn was another dra$ic depaiui€ oi the tmorsasbord
aspecr ot pievious ConFe$s. Fnnly, for thc lint rinre in fie hislory of
ConFe$s. workshops *erc to bc conducted in depth inne2d on the Dsual
inevnable superficiahy. Secondly, papea were ro be produced ar rhe
conclusion oia workshoD and - shere Dosible a! audio vsual record
would bc made. These recordr eould tbcn be shown ar the Fnicipanls oi
fte Fenivalaspecrofuhe ConFe{,which trasrobe held atthe conclusionof
rheso 'ksop ion ,propen l 'o rnu  r f  (no*  d '  ! \ )u l .ba  \ ) r : l ,b r "
w, . . .eo  rhe .ommLnL-e- innor l re rnN.s \  {oe ' (  \  DT f . \  dn ided
ro pur ns cohbined cn€rsy into in order ro asnr n ihroush sharins our

Unror ru . rev .o roLshr  ro  o i .ooJ  unbe lF \ rb leoer \J  nood\ rh r .wrhe
shokof  n .o rs in$ t . ;n .ono.ere l !  o r r  o l  r ' '  re r  4nd r '  rhdr  *a ! le f t  rc 'ea
lessork rhoo i loneo rhem'dhe 'oho. , r -d .n 'mp lompru f " i i va lned
ULi  ano Mo;n  Wdntnc  r ' ' o r , '  ac .ou1 ' ' . ' i Led  th ' r  f c i i vaL  cou ld  be
de, . "bpd a  rhe  re r ra l ;  lmpro l  r 'on  B)  rhe  wav:  MoLnr  va ' - ins  n
reooited ro be rhe frisr Doinr i; Au$ralia shde we can observe rhe rising
m;rninE sun. This coinciden.e nray be olsicnifrcance,I hope

The "ConFest of the Children."

Shordy 3fter this de6acle, hoveve!, ve fou.d 2 sne fo. oDr 6N Srar.
ConFrs  , ,  C len . ron  ner '  Da le \ fo 'd .  De p i re  evera l  p rob ,ems,  n r ,nLv
6n"n . ro l .qen:n ,epJ  oe . r  roserhe!dnrmJ/ .nc lJ  w.  lo t 'nncdconfen .
Th.  mo i  'e l l ins  pornr  wJ .  rhe  f r . t  th r ' r5 .  i .mbes rhem:enes go '  rhe
no.e \  roserher  ro ' .e r rne  uo  h . ' .onren  Ihn  wa.  rhe  h l r  l im.  rhar 'u .h  /
ro r r i  rm i  n '  r ,open.o .  no  to "n . . rom rny  o- .  \p . (  i6 .  peson or  ousrd .
orsanisarion was requned. The feniv2l 2specr turned our to be exttem.ly
popu ld  * rh  a l l  p : ' r . ' pan- ,  , re  q i .h  rne  con le renrP wo 'k+oo r 'p . r
lnd  nos  o la l , .  rhe  co .opera lon  *nn  rne .o(a lpopu l r ' .on  sAa isood i fnor
b.ii.r rhan ar any other fe$ival.lfever wc ti€d ro luse our energies wirh
those ofrhe localily 2rou.d a ConFe$, we ceiainly succeedcd herel

'The mon ouNanding learurc ol rhis ConFetr were the children The
carins. lovi.s a.d warm imeraction berwcen adults and children ar rhis
confe$ bad to be seen to be believcd. Th€ children\ snitud. was tuly
anaz ing in tha ther .washard lyach i ld {h ichdnphyedth .a l l roocommon
dtpendencyon aduhswhich ntakenasnornal ara.yother garheringolft G

Thn ConFei i would like ro d.scribc as "Thc Confesr of rbe



Because of the enfgy spenl and th. n.ancial lo$es of rhis, helaUy
wash.d out Confei. rh. A.D.T.E.N and manv othcr D,T.E, Fanilics lost
rheir momentum a.d arc curcnrly defln.L Fonun'ely, th.r. is rhc
p 'o ! . ,b ' r l  co ldcn  l ' . ' ng  , ,ou .d  rhe  . louds  'n  rhar  rhc  Q-cennrnd,
Vi.,on:n zno W.r-Aunral "n D I I I am,l e! {rved J v. a.d well. A\.
mand of fact. our \v,A. Family also held a *eek lons seminar where th.
"Alternativc Movenenf'was srudi€d insrcatdepth, \ve had th.ir lt0-pa3.
repon in our filcs ar one $age, but it disappe,r.d.

Despire th. various scrbacks in th€ encrsy levels of rhe otber D.T.E.
Families, {c here in Victoria nanac.d ro hold another ConFe$ ar
Glenlyon. h u2s , 3ood conLst, .specia Uy rhe muic side ofn *asslpdbly
pur toserhcr. The proximityio a llrger rown. thc a.c.sibility ofthe sn€ and
lhe 6uch nor. r.lax.d vay in which acccs w.s policed. created rhe
opponunny for somc local vhdals ro f.al. a fcw ninor problcns. There
was a tendency 6y somc of th. n.nbers of fte Fanily ro bc a {ee bn
oificious a.d rhis roo creared some unpleasantne$, A nc{ asp.d qas th.
creario. of a polirical villagc qheie {orkshops on alt.rnaliv. folms of
politics w.r€ held. Bec2lse of ihe innux ofso nany ncw membcs imo rhe
D.T.E. Family thcic n the inevnable change soing on qhich b.cane
apparenr i. the r.nden.y ro oreanie rath.r than crear. a ConFe$.

Andatrhispoinq I fi nd n neccssaryto givcasumding-upof whatiristhar
rhe Df.E. Fanili.s tv to 2chi.ve at rheir ConFes$,

Fnsrly. *e ry ro bring togefter a nunb.rofpeopl€ vnh expedise in.
Erear valiery of arcas which .re related to ahemativcs i. oain-sicrm
societt,Thcse ar€as rang.lron thc v.ry €sotelic such asnunelolosy, t.ro\
.tc. rhroush various alternativ€s ro heald &d dicr, variadons 10 rhe
pbilosophical aspecs of societt, such as yoga, medibtion and ersern
religions. Th.n lollowed by alrernarives to rcchnolosy, psychology,
.dDcation and self-awarenes raisine. lt is in rhcse arcas $ar .un.rous
worlshops are held, ro enable parri.ipantsro nnd onc or more pathvaysthey
mishl vam to.xplore after rhc ConFed.

Thirdly, {e ry ro create aho an opportunity for people !o enioy
rhemsclves rhrolgh cxpre$ion ollh.n musical and oth.rcr.ativ€ blent.
Till now w. hav. been vcry succesiul in all rhrce aspecrs.

Tne inplication ofall thk is that rhe people who do organise a ConFe$
have rhe usk ofvnrually cre,!ing a rownship wnh all facilitios implicir in
that Waterfordiinkins and ablutions,carbase collecrins and dhposal, food
supply, electicity were nece$ary, 6rsr aid, lee collecrion. 6re prevemion.
enrerrainmenr and nudy/*orkshops, organisarion and publiciry, and pDblic
facihi.s tom roil.a io dom.s or narquees, uafic detailing and wharever a
small rownship from anywhere ber{cen t,000 io 15,000 people nay

D.T.E.'s main task hasn't even begun yet.

\vc in D,T.E, do this because ofoDr basic philosophy nrar we snh ro
changc socidy as w. knoou ir now, imo a society shere peoplc take
Dicc.d.nc. over marerialish. Thiscoal is po$ible but inotder to reach n.
sencedrodoanunberof things. Fn$ly,wenecd to increaseoura*.rene$
of oun.lves rnd of oDr envnonnenr. Secondly, we need to learn ro
implemcm th.i newly found a*arene$.

Thefr^tob,edive is ro.largeexre.t- already reached. Lookrlthe
crc.t v.ri.ty of'altrnativ.l available, such as lhe cla$es by the Council of
AduhEduc.rion.fievery in'depthwo.kolorsanisarionssuch.s FricndsOr
rhe  E4th  and th .  TAmrn i tn  VJ . lderne-So! ie r ) ,  the  co-v '6usne$ ia i . rnc
by tn. va.ious Wom€.\ A*a!ene$ group3 rhroueh to Yoea, Mednadon, Tai
Chi a.d nuhercus other classes and life$rles prescnred nowadays as ,
n,l€r of cous.. Gon. a.e the days rhat, when klking about yosa. you
vould set a bla.k sare virh ! qucstions like "Joh, who:'

Bccauseof this greatvari.tyof 2ctiviries-unknown l5 to20yeaisaso-
peopletend to tninkrhat D.T.E.I role hasb.en fullilled,rhatit isras4 rhar
it hd donc irs iob and n no bngd adical.

I claio rhar D.T.E.\ m.i. rask hasn\ even b.snn yet. I claim rhar
D.T.E-\ main obiective is so vcry radi.al th,rev.nn6tnembe$ in D.] E.
are seeoi.gl, scarcd of ir b.caus. it means implcm.nting lhat ncwly found
and incr.as.d ,wareness into our dailv lir.syle.

"... we are vulnerable like a chrysa
l i s . . . "

We do inplem.nt this ncs. in(eased awarenes6sdyby a policyolnon-
patlicipation and scco.dlybybeiq sDpponi!. to each orher,Thhpolicyof'non-padicipation' neans thar we look ar what we do and rhen ky to nnd
sa) !  and me.nso lnor  p rnr  'par inC anr  lo -geUn r (uon.  rh rch  perper !d  e
ad. t 'u ( t i veandde.humann insa\pe ! r  o f  .uch  r '  a  r io - .  Toe u( rdarc rhr ,
poinr: ir is on. rhins to narch in an anri-nucleaFwa! on a beauriful, sunny
Satu'day and rhen on rh. followne Vondav sorns bdc. ro sork In an
orsan i3 r t ion  "h ich  nsearedroc i thernu . l . , r  p ro l 'h i / r ion  o '  ro t . rher ,ns
war in son. forn or othd. Or, for iniance, ro set very hor under rhe collar
abolt an aluminiun smehcr rt Poid2na and then, when cooled ofl
sumci.ndy, going to Target or ene such {ore and buy aluniniun poa or
paos. whcre do *e dra{ rhe lir. b.rv..n whar we ey and rhink and what we
acrually do eirher aciiv.ly or by tacit and silenr consem, ro allow th.
opposnes ro our ideals b cominue ro happent

". . . devaluing and not acknowledging each
other's creative efforts."

W. also havc to learn ro bc supportive lo each orher and ro crearc I
yruruon wh(h b suppoir'v. o on. /norh.r. \0hrlc qe are gornC .'oueh
our  oqnform,  o f .hansc .wer re ! - lnerab leLke, (h  y5r  a .T l -o \ .a rerhc
rines when w€.eed suppon, even iflhis forn of suppon rakes on rhe fom
ol not hasling each othct, nor ovedly o! coveltly demand confo.ony or
€lch othd. Only rhcn do we f€el safe ro continue on oui oNn parhs of
randormdion. More imponan y {e have to lea.n not ro perpeuate th.
prim€ patri.rchal behavioDr parkm, i... dcvaluins and not ack.owledsins
e,ch oth.r\ crearive cflolts,

Secondly, we q b create a snuadon wh.re p.ople c.r be rhemselves
vnhoDtanyhainsream formsof pre$ureonrheirh.haliour. V/. nope that
such an €nvtronment will be conducive ro a fuller and more meansinlul
' . la 'ngroorher . .B j  dornsrhh ,  hosewno.xp .nen .  han:yu .1  sa l lpLr
rhat into praclise inro rhcir daily life{yle. Inplicir in rhn is aho an
alternarive way to reladns ro th. younger n.mbe6 of socieryr i,e. children.
Ata Co.Fen seuvrclatetochildren asindcDend.nt.miricsnth.rthan
as h rhe norm - as rclative nuilances which should be keDr our ofsisht in



DO YOI] FEEL THREATENED BY AN ORWELLIAN VISION OF 1984?
COI.IE AND CELEBRATE NEW YEAR'S EVE WITH LIKE-MINDED

PEOPLE AT CONFEST 1984, A CONFERENCE_FESTIVAL

THAT LIILL CHANGE YOUR LIFEI

lre are raci.q the second depression Lealn hou to live in the cracks.
or lhis century. l0l pelnanent yo! may never get a job, but you can
LINEmpL0YmENT by 1990. This @aos stttl be prodoctive. Cme and Iearn
uas ted  l i ves ,hopetess .ess ,despa i ! .  neu sk i t l s  ro r  SURVML.

Ue are  desLroy ing  our  p laoet  u i lh
poLLLTIoN.  C iL ies  a re  s ink inq  in lo
Lh€ l r  oun mi re .  Ihe  th leaL o f
NUCLEAR ANNIHILATIoN ha.gs  over  us .

Nuc lear  fan i l ies  l i ve  i .  ISoLATIoN,
soppinq !p ralie conslnerist vatues
f .on  T .v .  Persona l  l iber ! ies  a re
eroded rn  an  a t lenpt  lo  c l rb  c l ime.

!L .  s la .da .ds  o f  NUIRIT IoN and
HaALr r  a .e  very  tou .  l r le  po l lu te
oli bodies and mi.ds uith stress,
snokrnq and junk  rooas .

ue  are  ALIENAI ID,  d is ta .ced . ron

each o l fe r .  U le  have los t  ou !  ne l -
uorks ,  rosr  comunica t ion  sk i l  l s .

Cde and hea! the teaders ol Lhe
CREEN lloVElilENT. Voice your opinion
on nucrear nadness. Ue lon in Tashania
lhe .e  i s  s t iU  hope fo r  the  p lanet .

Lealn h@ to take conLrol of your
oun life- C@e and listen to peopte
uho are living in harhony and nutlal
support on lura] CqqlUN I II E5.

Learn neu uays to care for your body
and nind throuqh oassage, notrition,
he.bal lemedies, yoga. Inprove your
hea l th  th ro lqh  HAPpINESS.nd HOpE.

Lear. htu to NETlroR(, hou to neet
others lrro share your intelests-
Gather and pass o. info.nation.

Enter ta inment  has  become b i !  bus i - Take lhe difficull path,glasp coolrol
no  say .  re tev is ion  o f  yoJr  t i fe ,  Jo in  in  and enr ich

rs meking !s pAssIVE a.d apATHETrc, your rire uilh qlg, Sg!q, E!]!I.
r f re  Co. fesr  i s  on  a  beaut i fu l  r i ver - f ron !  s i te  l8kn  ou ts ide  Uanoa!5 t ta .

o  re  o .c r  i  .  r ro rLa . .  s r rT  .d ro i ,9  qea,  . .o  r ,o t  ,eu t^er  o rore . i to . .
Cood,  cheap rood is  aua i leb te !  a tso  n i l k  and veg j .es .  Br ing  p la tes  and
clrrery. HelD is needed fo. a feu davs befole and afte. the actoal dates.

OIF ]NI IELY NO DOCs OR OI I ]ER PEI5 .

PRE PURCHASE NOII
P R D  P U R C I ] A S E  $ 1 5
ADLILTS AT CATE $25
STUD/PEN. & UNE]'1P,
CHILDREN UNDER T6

AT GATE $20
FREE

DOWN TO EARTH(VIC)
285/87 LT.LONSDALE ST.
I.IELBOURNE, 3OOO.

PLEASE SUPPLY OTICKETS
N,l,\E (S)

Toaethe! uith sLanoed
s€r f -a.lressed envelooe

CHEQUE OR NONEY ORDSR ENCLOSED FOR $.
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HeylherelCoud you come oui ol the woodwork, pleaselll

lllhewhole deaota ConFeslappeals to you and yoLr wouLd lketo be invo ved
11 r. O ecsp Lo"|d'l B al Ire olorp ,Lnbe ( q vel lo LiflFl b /| q
Yor red v do nor leed lo idlP p evolr erpendrlP d d - qr'e LrLs ul
nowadava - you are quaanleed a iobLllhse ale stiL vacancs tor:

SPANKS '' GATE CO'ORDINAIOR " A/V CO ORDINATON " AOII,IIN
CENTER CO,OfiOINATOF'" IMEi,IBEBSHIP DNVE CO ORDINATON "

ASSISIANT C0 oBDINAToRS lN EVEFY FIELD rneanins that wlratever vou
are nterested n, you can be resl assured oi belnq accepled qlh lols ol

IIONTHLY WORKSNOPS ' M ETAMOBPI.] OSIS
TANOT ANO PALM STflY CONSLJLTATIONS
AUSTFAL AN WILDFLOWERS FE[,1EDIES.

lor consu tal ons and appontments nng.

Ka€n and John 0 ivs -  Te.898 2937

CRAFT MABKET

Anyone inlerested n hryng a na allhe D.T E. ConFesl Crait Marketshou0

Ben Bush
P.0.  Box 83
Avoca, 3467

Looking lor natura cosmelcs and 0is
Herbs and Plants
Handrnade papor and cards

Genera Cntts
ANY SUGGEST ONS?

The crafi markel is a seruice and enlerlainmenl and it shoud be atiractive l0

FOOO

we are lookno lor a lew Deooe lo selllood al the ConFesl. f you know ot
d ' ro r -  r lo  r "y  oe  r 'qp ,Fo - ,  )Lppvro  uaoared.eoe ldd l  l00d
dru ooods or lresh fruil and veoetabes 0lea5e conlacl me-  

JPan Gne le . leeohone 861 6917 A 'N
46 Nadinglon Sl.eet, Kew 3101

WHOLISTIC MASSAGE DiPLOMA COURSES

The next sdmesler,lIree 16 week courses. wi slad sary February
Aso one course ior advanced fiassag". and open to ex students
prev ous d ploma courses.

For enqrnes send sel.addressed and stamped enveope lo

GEQFGE SCHM O]

Nawlhorn.  3123

84.


